
Hydrocephalus Alert 

You have been diagnosed as suffering from 
hydrocephalus. This means that the fluid-filled 
chambers in your brain (cerebral ventricles) 
are larger than they should be. Doctors need 
to know this if you seek medical advice or 
attention about something in the future. Tell 
those relatives, friends, neighbours and work 
colleagues that you can trust, so that they can 
advise medical staff of your condition in the 
event of an emergency. 

Should you develop severe or persisting 
headaches, become drowsy or suffer blackouts, 
you will need to be taken to hospital, either 
your own neurosurgical unit or the nearest 
Accident & Emergency department. 

Your personal details and relevant medical 
details are recorded overleaf. If you are able to, 
let the medical staff know roughly how many 
CT scans you have undergone to date and 
draw their attention to the details about you, 
listed overleaf.

We advise that you have your vision checked at 
least once a year by an optician.

Further information about hydrocephalus 
can be obtained from; 

www.shinecharity.org.uk 

www.brainandspine.org.uk
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I have hydrocephalus; details of my condition are:

Cause:  

Surgery:                                                    

CSF diversion surgery?      Yes    No

Date of most recent CSF surgery:     

Type of surgery:

 Endoscopic third ventriculostomy        

 Ventriculoperitoneal shunt                                  

 Ventriculoatrial shunt                             

 Ventriculopleural shunt 

 Implanted ICP monitor                        

 Lumboperitoneal shunt                          

 Other             

Type of valve/monitor:

Make/Design: 

 Fixed;  Level: 

 Adjustable*; Setting: 

 Date of last adjustment: 

*Some adjustable valves can be re-set by strong magnetic fields, 
such as in MR scanners. Normal airport security fences are unlikely 
to re-set a valve, although security wands are a little more likely to 
do so. Whole-body X-ray scanners will not. When travelling by air it 
will be easiest for you simply to tell the airport security staff that you 
have a shunt valve in place and they will pat you down instead. 


